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Of those who lived in (Jreat Britain in very far distant
ages we know very little. There was, however, in UHU,
discovered at Ptltdown in Sussex an almost hunuin skull,
but the experts differ as to its date, some putting it at 50,1)00
years old and some at 500,000, and as to its character, all
agreeing that it is not quite man, or Ifamo tfapiwis us he is
culled, but disagreeing as to how near to him its original
owner was. Nor can anyone say with any certainty when
man - Homo tiafncns begun to exist in our islands,
though, according to some estimates, it was not less than
$0,000 years ago. Nor have we any written records of the
character and language, or of the customs and usages of
our first human inhabitants,
Nowadays, however, we rely less than before upon written
records for knowledge of our own or other people's earliest
days. We can Ittarn much from archeology the study of
the actual remains of the pust, houses, tools, weapons,
shrines, burials, revealed by excavation. And so those who
are skilled in such matters are able to distinguish various
ages in the curly history of mankind in this country* There